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Figure 1. Dypsis intescens used as a hedge.

Figure 2. Cocos nucifera used as a specimen plant.

Palms make an important, unique contribution to 
the south Florida landscape. They are used as hedges, 
specimen plants, and clusters to provide beauty and 
architectural stature in landscapes (Figures 1-3). This 
publication provides an outline of essential care and 
maintainance techniques for palms in south Florida 
landscapes. Key problems of palms in south Florida 
landscapes are identified, and recommendations are 
provided for avoiding or overcoming these problems.

Pruning

Several palm species retain their leaves (fronds), 
after they have turned brown. Other species look 
bedraggled when certain nutrient deficiencies appear 
in the older leaves. These older leaves often are 
removed by  landscapers for aesthetic concerns 
(Figure 4). However, palms naturally translocate 




